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List of Exhibits

1

Seikyii Ki

(Scroll of customs and manners in Imperial Court around 10th century)
Kamakura period, 13th century

Handscroll, ink on paper
30.6cm x 2399.0cm

Compiled in a handscroll form by Minamoto no Takaakira, a
nobleman of the Heian period (10th century), the Seikyu Ki is
an introduction to the rites and annual functions and events as
practiced in the Imperial Court of that period. The book bears
the distinction of being the oldest commentary on manners and
customs now existing in this country.

The volume currently on display actually is a copy made in
the Kamakura period and was originally in the Kanazawa Bunko
collection. The volume covers the rites and events conducted
in the first month of the year only.

2

Juei Ninen Guchu Reki
(Calendar for year 1183)

Heian period, dated 1183
Handscroll, ink on paper
29.1cm x 811.1cm

One of the precious few remaining calendars of the Heian
period, this one is for the second year of Juei (1183) in the late
Heian period. Calendars of this type were commonly used by
our Heian ancestors.

The Choshi Ki (Exhibit No.4) is transcribed on the reverse
side of the calendar.

3
Shinnin Benkan Sho

(Selected educational materials for newly-appointed Benkan, members
of Council of State)

Kamakura period, dated 1193
Handscroll, ink on paper
27.2cm x 1198.0cm

Compiled by Fujiwara noToshinori,a court official of the late
Heian period (12th century), the Shinnin Benkan Sho is de-
signed to give summaries of duties, knowledges and general
accomplishments required of newly-appointed members of the
Benkankyoku (secretariat) of the Dajokan (ancient cabinet).

The exhibit is a copy of the scroll made in the fourth year of
Kenkyu (1193) in the early Kamakura period.

s

4
Choshu Ki

(or Morotoki-kyo Ki; Diary of Minamoto no Morotoki)

Copied by Fujiwara no Sadaie and others

Kamakura period, 13th century

7 handscrolls out of a total of 22, ink on paper

Vol.2 28.5cm x 517.8cm / Vol.4 29.2cm x 956.3cm / Vol.10 28.8cm x
1820.7cm / Vol.11 29.1cm x 1307.7cm / Vol.13 28.8cm x 1991.6cm /
Vol.15 28.8cm x 1590.1cm / Vol.21 29.2cm x 655.1cm

A diary of Minamoto no Moratoki, a nobleman of the late
Heian period (12th century), the Choshii Ki gives a detailed
record of the rites and manners of the court of the period,
ranging, to be more exact, from the eighth year of Kanji (1087)
through the first year of Hoen (1135).

The exhibits, all copies by Fujiwara no Sadaie and others of
the Kamakura period, constitute the oldest extant version of the
famous diary and originally belonged to the Reizei Family in
Kyoto.

5

Heihyobu Ki
(or Hyohan Ki; Diary of Taira no Nobunori)

Copied by Fujiwara no Sadaie and others

Kamakura period, 13th century

5 handscrolls out of the total of 14, ink on paper

Vol. 1 30.6cm x 403.0cm / Vol. 3 28.3cm x 868.1cm / Vol. 7 28.2cm %
894.5cm / Vol. 12 28.2cm x 1257.8cm / Vol. 14 28.3cm x 1538.3cm

A diary of Taira no Nobunori,a nobleman of the late Heian
period (12th century), the Heihyobu Ki, which covers the pe-
riod from the first year of Heiji (1159) through the third year of
Nin'an (1168), is priceless as a record of the court rites and
events in the heyday of Heike Clan.

As in the case of the Choshii Ki above (Exhibit No. 4), the
present exhibits are copies made by Fujiwara no Sadaie and
others and also originally belonged to the Reizei Family.

6
Kuji Roku Fuzu

(Scenes of Ceremonies in Imperial Court)
By Higuchi Moriyasu

Meiji period, dated 1887

3 books, color on silk

All 35.9cm x 54.0cm

Early in the Meiji period, an extensive survey of the court rites
and functions was carried out. The present exhibits are picture
books designed to accompany the main body of the survey
results. Some of the paintings are of annual events and func-
tions and others are of special ceremonies.



Foreword

For the Heian Imperial Court officials, conducting a great variety of
annual events, running from shihohai (the Emperor’s Worship of Dieties of
the Four Directions) on New Years Day to tsuina (the Devil-Expelling
Ceremony) on the last day of the year, as well as many other important
rites and functions in full observance of the traditional customs and with-
out any mishaps accounted for an overwhelming part of their daily activi-
ties. Every courtier, according to his rank, seriously studied his portion
of each ceremonial processes and constantly checked on the available
precedents so that he was always ready to perform his duties as required.
Many courtiers, moreover, wrote down, in their diaries, what they had
actually witnessed of the ceremonial events they had been part of so that
they themselves or their posterities would benefit from them in the years
to come. Such diaries, therefore, now form indispensable sources of
information on the annual events and other important rites in the Heian
Imperial Court.

In the present exhibition, viewers will be presented with a glimpse of the
manners, customs and etiquette of the Heian period through two late Heian
period diaries — the Choshu Ki (or the Minamoto no Morotoki-kyd Ki) and
the Heihyobu Ki (or the Taira no Nobunori Ki or the Hyohan Ki) — tran-
scribed by a group of courtiers headed by Fujiwara no Sadaie, who
brought Sarashina Nikki into the world and who himself wrote the Meigetsu
Ki, and through the Kamakura period copies of the two Heian volumes on
manners and customs — the Seikyii Ki (by Minamoto no Takaakira) and
the Shinnin Benkan Sho (by Fujiwara no Toshinori). Viewers will also be
presented with a look at the manners and customs of the Heian Imperial
Court as recorded in the pictures accompanying the Kuji Roku, a record of
the attempts in the Meiji period to study and restore, for the posterity, the
then gradually disappearing traditional manners and customs handed down
from the Heian period.

We shall be more than fully gratified if the viewers will come to under
stand, through this exhibition, how carefully our ancestors tried to observe
and preserve traditional manners and customs and how the important
literature recording them have been handed down to this very day.



Manners and Customs in the Imperial Court
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